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Welcome to our Spring Edition

PD Committee

Changes to Pro-D Fund Allocation

Simon Isbister, Chair—NDSS
Arabella Bowman—DTA 1st VP

The PD Committee has voted to change the way the PD Fund is allocated to teachers. This change will be effective July 1, 2015.

Britt Bryan—GB

Here’s a summary of the new allocations:

Dan Burgess—SDSS



Fiona Higgs—DAE



Paul Leroy—Special Programs

Up to $500 is available per member per school year for CREDIT COURSES
only.
Up to $300 is available per member per school for regular PD and/or credit
courses.

Please note that there is no longer a 3 year limit and that amounts may NOT be
carried forward to the next year.

Elen Nikas—SA

Favian Yee—NDSS

If you have already applied for funding for summer activities, your application will
be adjusted to reflect the new changes. We are in process of creating new forms;
in the meantime please use existing forms and changes will be made at the DTA
office.

Susan Yao—DSS

Any questions contact Marilyn Marilyn@deltateachers.org

Tanis Maxfield—SH

Fiona Higgs
PD Committee Chair
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Article F.23:2 of the provincial collective agreement, provides the DTA PD Committee with funds to administer for the professional development of teachers. The
amount is calculated based on the number of FTE teachers employed in the district, plus TTOCs, multiplied by half the TTOC daily rate. Currently, this works out
to approximately 145,000 dollars. If the fund was simply divided among members,
the amount would be only about $115 per teacher. Instead, the PD fund has allocations for individual “regular” PD i.e. conferences and workshops, interest-based
groups, and self-directed PD, which are governed by policies determined by the
PD Committee and outlined on our documents and on the DTA website. Teachers
apply for funding and are granted funding according to current policies. The fund is
limited, and there is a possibility that funds could run out for a given year. Surplus
funds are carried over into the next year.
The DTA-managed PD fund is not intended to fund in-service or other districtdirected activities.
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Summer PD
Opportunities exist for PD over the summer months. For
example, credit courses are often held at this time. If you
would like to apply for funding for summer PD, please
have summer applications in by June 12th to allow us time
to process and approve your application. Your application
needs to be received at the DTA office at least 14 days
before the event, and before the DTA office closes for the
summer. The DTA fiscal year is July – June, so 2015 summer PD activities will apply to the 2015/16 school year for
funding purposes.

Teacher newsmagazine highlights BCTF’s
excellent Pro-D network

The latest
edition of our newsmagazine takes a close look at the
many ways BC teachers enhance their practice
through professional development. The edition highlights the research behind professional learning, the
role of mentoring, and stories from individual teachers about their excellent Pro-D work. As well, it offers
an analysis of the sweeping changes proposed in Bill
11 that would impact teachers' Pro-D, students' privacy, and districts' autonomy. Read it all online and
share individual articles on social media.

Time is Running Out!
To receive reimbursement for an event that you have
attended that was approved for funding your receipt
must be received at the DTA office no later than June
26, 2014. Any receipts received after that date will not
be reimbursed. The sooner you send the receipt in, the
sooner you’ll get your money! (Note: office closes June
27/14)

Bill 11 and PD
Teachers in BC are concerned that Bill 11 could limit professional development opportunities for teachers, and remove or
restrict their autonomy over their professional development choices.
Bill 11 is a manufactured solution for a non-existent problem. A government-mandated approach to professional development that focuses on compliance and validation from external bodies does little to support teacher professional learning.
Considerable unnecessary costs would be incurred developing the bureaucracy needed to administer this imposed topdown, “one-size-fits-all” model, a model both ineffective and uninformed by the actual needs of teachers. Teachers already take part in a minimum of 25 hours of professional development per year, so it is difficult to understand the need for
more regulations. Many BC teachers have degrees and qualifications beyond certification requirements, often achieved
through weekend and summer courses. Compulsory types or an hour of professional development does not encourage
meaningful professional learning.
-BCTF
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Pro-D Q & A
Applications:

Reimbursement:

How do I apply for regular Pro-D funding?

Can I get reimbursed before I attend my conference/
workshop or credit course?



Go to the DTA website (PD tab) for the most current applications, print the application and submit along with
the conference/workshop information. Applications will
not be approved without the corresponding conference
information.

What conference information is required for approval?


The information must be the official documents from the
website etc. and must include a description of the workshop, the cost, date, and location.

If my conference is outside of Metro Vancouver am I able
to apply for reimbursement for my travel and accommodation?




No – you must submit your receipts after you have
attended or completed your PD event or course.

Now that I have attended or completed my Pro-D
conference/workshop how do I get reimbursed?


You need to submit your receipts to the DTA office.



The receipts must be the official receipt (no cut and
paste into an email or word document), in your name
only and show the amount paid and the method of payment i.e. Visa, MC, Amex.



If you paid US funds you will need to submit your credit
card statement showing the transaction converted to
Canadian funds. The only information that needs to
show on your statement is your name, the last four digits of your credit card number and the actual transaction, everything else can be blacked out.

You need to complete the form 5020TA (Travel and Accommodation Form)

Include all the costs associated with your conference,
making sure to account for applicable taxes (don’t forget
hotel taxes and fees etc.)
If I shared costs with another individual how do we get
reimbursed?
 If you are sharing costs with another individual, or individuals, attending the same event you will all include the  Only the person who paid for the expense will be reimcosts (divided by number of people sharing) on your
bursed
form and transpose that figure onto your application.

Only the driver of the vehicle will be reimbursed for the
How do I apply for credit courses?
kilometers




You will complete form 5020CC (found on the DTA website) and submit along with the course information.

What information do you need for the credit course
application?




All parties sharing must send in their receipts before
anyone is reimbursed



We will look after dividing the costs into our database
to reflect amount approved on your application

The official documents from the university that includes
a brief course description, the course number, begin and
end date of course, and the course cost breakdown (we
only pay for tuition costs and not the associated fees).

Our books are audited therefore we need to be careful to have the correct receipts and documentation in place.

PD Oppor tunities
Please visit the DTA website: www.deltateachers.org—main page: PD Tab—PD Events & Opportunities
BCTF website www.bctf.ca—PD Calendar
Did you know...that all PD Forms are also available on First Class?
Follow the link: First Class→ All Staff→Professional Development→DTA Pro-D Info→DTA Pro-D Forms…and there you are!
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Consider Being Your School’s
PD Contact
The PD contact has a small but important role in our
funding process.
What does the PD Contact do? The PD contact reviews
and signs the applications for DTA PD funding. The PD
contact can help teachers with the correct application
procedures, including checking that they have included
all pertinent information.

Can I backdate my PD
application?
The answer is no. The PD fund is a pool
of funds, a budget is set and monitored
by the PD Committee. It would not be
financial prudent or affordable to
backdate funding applications.

The PD contact does NOT - approve applications or send
forms in to the DTA office
Do I have to attend meetings? – there are no meetings
to attend
Is training available? – a PD contact training workshop
(with release time) is offered, usually close to the beginning of the school year
What if I don’t know the answers to a teacher’s questions? You can direct the teacher to contact Marilyn at
the DTA office

Credit Courses
We are fortunate in our district that credit courses can be funded through the DTA PD fund. Application forms
and procedures can be found of the DTA website www.deltateachers.org

reminders

Other things to note:
 PD funding is based on the school calendar year July 1—June 30
 You are allowed up to $300.00 per year for regular PD, $500.00 per year for credit courses
 You will find all applications on the DTA website www.deltateachers.org under the PD and/or Forms tabs
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