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The Keynote Shuffle!

Simon Isbister, Chair—NDSS
Susan Yao—1st Vice-President

It was with great disappointment that the District Day Steering Committee learned
that Dr. Wade Davis would be unable to serve as our Keynote Speaker for District Day
2018. Booked to give two separate keynote addresses, the UBC anthropologist and
ethnobotanist bowed out with great regret, leaving the committee roughly a month
to pin down a replacement. However, I am thrilled to say that we now have three
fantastic speakers lined up for our biennial district-wide conference.

Fiona Higgs—DCC
Rosy Loodu—CH
Kathleen Morrison—DSS
Committee Vacancies:
1 Secondary

1 Elementary
3 Members-at-Large
Contact the DTA for more details if
you are interested in filling one of

Our first keynote speaker of the day will be Jenni Donohoo, on “The Power of Working Together”. Currently seconded to the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Branch in
the Ontario Ministry of Education, the best-selling author and professional learning
facilitator has been leading school change for more that 20 years. Much of her work
revolves around strengthening the link between theory and practice in education,
and how educators’ beliefs impact student learning.
Following that, we will hear from Jesse Miller, on “Digital Citizenship, Social Media,
and Mobile Technologies in the Classroom”. Miller is an international public speaker
on the topic of social media safety & awareness. His focus is on positive social media
use, engaged/collaborative learning, and preparing schools as they venture into technology. This session aims to arm teachers with the tools needed to address media
literacy concerns in the classroom and better provide avenues of digital exploration
for students.

these positions.

Finally, we will hear Gabrielle Scrimshaw’s presentation, “Footprints in the Snow”.
Gabrielle Scrimshaw is an indigenous professional with a passion for creating social
impact. Despite the challenges faced by First Nations people, she became the youngest Associate in one of Canada’s most competitive finance programs, was the first in
her family to complete post-secondary education, travelled to 20 countries on five
continents, worked with Heads of State and has started a national organization for
Aboriginal Professionals. This inspirational tale discusses how she did it, what motivates her, and why “each step we make is a responsibility to those that follow.”
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On top of these three Keynote Speakers, we have over a hundred additional workshops, led by both Delta staff, and outside facilitators. A number of these workshops
will be double (and even triple) sessions, allowing participants to delve deeper into a
topic. I’m excited for the day, and I hope that you can join us!
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Take a Post-Secondary Credit Course!
Credit Course for Professional Development, Graduate Programs and Possible TQS Category Upgrade
Your PD Fund provides assistance for credit course tuition (including summer sessions), up to a maximum of $1000 for the
2017-2018 school year. Credit courses can be excellent for your professional learning, and help you work toward completing a graduate diploma, Integrated Program, or graduate degree. They can also be used to upgrade your TQS category
(and pay scale!). For example, completing an Integrated Program can upgrade your category from 5 to 5+. For more information on TQS category upgrades, visit https://www.tqs.bc.ca/upgrade/requirements.pl
Credit courses, while providing excellent learning opportunities, are quite expensive. To help with your costs, the PD Fund
has allocated specific funds to assist with tuition costs. This tuition-only assistance is in addition to your regular PD funding
amount. There is a separate application form 5020CC for this purpose. Please note that applications must be received by
the DTA office before the course begins (and by June 15th for summer courses); we do not accept applications after the
course has begun or backdate for prior courses taken. The form contains complete guidelines for your funding application, but please note student fees, texts, travel expenses, and other extra fees are not reimbursable (as per Canada Revenue
Agency regulations).
Examples of Integrated Program Themes (source: www.tqs.bc.ca )


Guidance Studies



Canadian Studies



Special Education



Education Studies



Education of the Hearing Impaired



Multicultural and Minority Education



Education of Visually Impaired Children



Social Studies



Education Psychology



Art Education



English Education



Music Education



English as a Second Language



Visual and Performing Arts Education



French Education



Curriculum and Instructional Studies



Library Education



Early Childhood Education



Reading Education



Law Related Education



Business Education



Physical Education



Computer Studies Education



Primary Education



Technology Education



Values Education



Mathematics and Science Education



Education Policy



Science Education



Humanities



First Nations Studies



Philosophical Issues in Education

Need More Information?
Form 5020CC contains application guidelines. For more information or assistance, contact Marilyn at the DTA office.
(contact info: email marilyn@deltateachers.org or call 604-946-0391)
The BCTF website provides information about program offerings for teachers at post-secondary institutions in BC: https://
bctf.ca/OpportunitiesForMembers.aspx?id=16130
The Teacher Qualification Service www.tqs.bc.ca has information about upgrading your TQS category, including qualifying
programs.
By: Fiona Higgs
Delta Community College
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PD Opportunities

Recent history in the US and Canada records multiple
attacks on public education in many forms. Public education as a common space, the foundation of a democratic
society, has lost ground over the past 10 years. It’s time to
reclaim the space that’s been lost to the voices of hate,
bigotry and neoliberalism. It’s time for teachers to reengage in their important role in the process of social
transformation.
Teachers from British Columbia, Oregon, and Washington
will come together to connect across borders in the face of
common threats.
Date: Saturday, April 7, 2018
Time: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
At Sullivan Heights Secondary School
6248 144 St., Surrey, BC.
Lunch will be provided.
http://crossborderconference.weebly.com/

For other PD Opportunities go to the BCTF website www.bctf.ca—PD Calendar or DTA website www.deltateachers.org
under the PD tab-PD Events & Opportunities
Delta Teachers’ Association ~ 110—4977 Trenant Street, Delta, BC V4K 2K5 p. 604.946.0391 f. 604.946.1629 www.deltateachers.org
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What is the PD Fund?

How to Apply for DTA PD Funds

The money in the PD fund comes from the District (not
your DTA/BCTF fees!). The contractual funding formula
allows for the equivalent value of a half day TTOC per
FTE as of October 31st. As you can imagine, this is not
enough to cover the costs of a workshop or release
time for a day. For this reason the fund is managed as
a pool which can be accessed by application to the DTA
and is governed by policies determined and administered fairly by the PD Committee. It is also for this reason that co-funding by schools is appreciated.

1.

Research opportunities and decide on what activity will
serve your professional development goals (your goals;
these funds are not for school/administration-directed
activities and training). Funding is available for workshops, conferences, credit courses and self-directed PD.

2.

Go to www.deltateachers.org , click on the PD tab and
locate the appropriate application form. You will also
find all the applicable policies and other information you
need to apply.

3.

Print out the form, complete it and get it signed by both
your school principal and your PD contact. TTOCs can
fax the form directly without signatures.

4.

Fax the form to the DTA office at 604-946-1649, along
with the required conference/course information, do
not send your receipts at this time. Pay attention to
submission deadlines as they are strictly adhered to!
This ensures fairness to all members. Approval is dependent upon the policies in place and funds available.
To ensure you application arrives on time please do
not send via Canada Post or the District mail. Fax, scan
and email is preferred.

5.

Please contact Marilyn at the DTA office 604-946-0391
or marilyn@deltateachers.org if you have any questions
about applying for PD funds.

Teacher
Professional
Development

Did you know...that all PD Forms are also available
on First Class?
Follow the link: First Class→ All Staff→Professional
Development→DTA Pro-D Info DTA Pro-D Forms…
and there you are!

reminders

Other things to note:
 PD funding is based on the school calendar year July 1—June 30
 You are allowed up to $500.00 per year for regular PD, $1000 per year for Credit Courses (T4A’s are issued)
 There are also extra TTOC days available Sept—June, 10 per month, on a first-come, first-serve basis. Limit one per per-

son per school year. See form 5070TTOC on the DTA website www.deltateachers.org for complete details.
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