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We are in the home stretch before the Winter Break. It 
could not be here soon enough.   
 

The DTA released officers—including 2nd VP Kathleen 
Macfarlane until February 2nd —have been meeting virtu-
ally with school staffs the last month or so via the 
GoToMeeting platform (license currently funded by the 
BCTF).  Our mission with these meetings is to find out how 
things are going at schools.  There are a couple of schools 
where, happily, there were no issues presumably because 
everything is going well this year—with the caveat that of 
course the pandemic is adding to the challenges. But there 
are some schools where teachers have not fared so well 
and that may well be correlated with where COVID-19 ex-
posures have mashed up against an already complex 
teaching and learning environment.  We appreciate teach-
ers’ sharing and frankness about their concerns and needs.  
In our weekly meetings with senior district staff, the DTA 
brings to the discussion DTA member stories and issues. 
 

We are all getting more or less-versed using a variety of 
communication platforms that we have never had to think 
about before.  Who can forget the “Oops/fail” of the “poor 
Jennifer Zoom meeting” early on this year?  If you, like me, 
still have somewhere in a drawer an old Blockbuster mem-
bership card, you have witnessed many iterations of com-
munication.  Speaking of change, Delta School District’s 
beloved but arguably out-dated FirstClass platform is on its 
way to that place where they say your goldfish went.  No, 
not goldfish heaven.  More like the scrapyard of old tech.  
So, if you have some wonderful recipes shared from col-
leagues, well-constructed emails or other important stuff 
on there, you may want to do a cull and then archive any-
thing worthy of keeping.  The switchover to the new sys-
tem is coming, likely by the end of this school year or sum-
mer.    

“But what about the old swap and shop feature?” I asked.  
Does anyone still use that? 
 

Out with the old stuff and in with the new is a theme that 
also applies to melding.  Melding is when new contract 
language is put together with older previously bargained 
language and any glitches, typos or other irregularities are 
addressed. This work has been accomplished by 1st VP Ali-
son Roche and 2nd VP Kathleen Macfarlane.  A big thanks 
to them for their hard work which may or may not have 
included the use of funny voices in reading and re-reading 

the collective agreement aloud to find out what 
needed fixing.  
 

Can you hear me?  Arguably this is the most heard ques-
tion of 2020!  We meet virtually with family, friends, work, 
often even with our medical practitioners.  The COVID-19 
pandemic has poked a finger in our collective eye and be-
tween the tears we are seeing that some things that we 
have taken for granted need fixing.  If schools are the safe 
places for so many students (and staff!), how does our so-
ciety ensure that there are safe places when some schools 
or classes have had to close?  The issues brought to the 
foreground include but are not limited to:  food security, 
healthcare, wellness and housing.    

The news that not just one but several vaccines are on the 
way gives hope.  Yes, there are worries about efficacy, long
-term effects and other but the fact that we live in a time 
where we can access a vaccine and limit the damage of a 
disease that has caused so much suffering is the silver lin-
ing in this cloud. A hundred years ago there was no such 
light so I hold on to this when I set my table for four rather 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

From all of us at the DTA office, we wish you all the 
best for the coming Holiday Season!  Remember to 
“Take good care of yourself”.  Please accept our 
very best wishes for a stress-free, restful and re-
storative Winter Holiday.  
 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BCTF New Teachers’ Conference 
Registration fee $25 

This year, the BCTF New Teachers' Conference will be 
hosted online. The conference is specifically designed for 
those who have been teaching for 5 years or less, mem-
bers who are new to the district or members who teach 
new topics or grades and therefore offer unique network-
ing and sharing opportunities. There will be many excel-
lent workshops on a wide range of topics, such as Health 
and Safety, Aboriginal Education, Social Justice, Collective 
Agreement, Inclusive Education, French and Francophone 
education, etc. 
 

In addition, two renowned keynote speakers will present 
and interact with participants on Indigenous topics. Click 
link for more information  and to register https://bctf.ca/
NewTeachersConference2021/. 
 

Should you have questions or need more information, 
please send an email to ntc@bctf.ca 

 
 

Mary O’Donnell passed away on October 8, 2020. 
In Memoriam 

Retiring Soon? 
 

Would you like options when choosing an Extended 
Health Plan? 
 

Is travelling abroad in April or October something you 
want to do? 
 

Want to save money on those much-anticipated trips? 
 

Do you want to keep in contact with fellow retired col-
leagues, find fellow gardeners, or share your love of read-
ing? 
 

If you have answered yes to any of those questions, you 
should join the British Columbia Retired Teachers Associa-
tion (BCRTA).   
¾ As one of the benefits of membership, you aren’t lim-

ited to using the Extended Health Plan offered by the 
Teachers’ Pension Plan (Green Shield of Canada). 

¾ Travel Insurance options are available to members. 
¾ Membership gets you special savings when you use 

our Advantage Partner reductions 
¾ Branches of the BCRTA regularly meet in the area 

where you now live or previously taught keeping you 
in touch with friends and former colleagues. 

 

Join the BCRTA and your first year of membership is free.   
 

BONUS: You can become a member before you retire and 
enjoy the Advantages and Benefits offered by the Associa-
tion. 
 

Check out our web-site https://bcrta.ca/ for information 
and use the on-line membership application form. 

DTA General Meeting 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

4:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

¾ Election of BCTF AGM Delegates 
 

BCTF Annual General Meeting 
March 20 - 23, 2021 

 

Attend the BCTF Annual General Meeting and learn about 
your union, discuss and debate issues that matter to you 
and your colleagues, hear guest speakers discuss educa-
tion and labour issues locally and worldwide, elect Execu-
tive Committee members, and connect with teachers 
from around the province! 
 

If you are interested in letting your name stand for elec-
tion to our delegation, please call or email Debbie at the 
DTA office at 604-946-0391 or debbie@deltateachers.org. 
 

Preparatory meetings for elected delegates will be held: 
¾ Tuesday, February 9, 4:00 - 5:00 pm 
¾ Wednesday,  March 3, 4:00 - 7:00 pm 
 

Delegates should plan to attend both of these meetings. 

than the ten or more people I usually have the privilege to 
break bread with on special occasions like Christmas or 
birthdays. 
   

On that note, you are invited to step back and take time 
for yourself. You are allowed to say, “No” to demands, 
“Yes” to yourself.  Yes, you are still a good person if you 
say no to the expectations. 
 

Stealing from my own recent op-ed in the Delta Optimist:  
Did you ever take a ride on an airplane?  For those who’ve 
had the privilege, recall that in emergencies the safety in-
structions are to put the oxygen mask on yourself first.  
Extend compassion to yourself—do what brings you joy, 
and lifts you up. It is acceptable to take care of ourselves, 
our health, our families, our mental well-being. 
 

On behalf of those of us here in the DTA office, I wish you 
all good health and peace and joy during the Winter Break, 
into the new year and beyond.   
 


